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2 tell them, how great Things the Lord hath gets 1 
for thee, und ns had Compaſſion en thee, | 
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3 Have read the following Pa ges, and believe the 
this fimple e of the Work o 

God upon the Author's Heart, may be bleſs'd to ſome 
& of bis poor Brethren (who are yet in their Sins) to 

awaken * fu and to bring them to the ſame Hap- 
pineſt which he now enjoy s in believing on the Lord 
Jeſus“ I pray bim to ſprinkle it with bis Blood, 
and bid it, go and proſper to n ſo the W. 
* — it was ent. I am 


7 er > (dy Reader,) 
2 | In CnAIer Tesvs, 
Join Cennick.. 


. 

d * 1716 

T Ne 
wy . Fg A * = 


WY 
* 
® : - — 
92 — 1 
wo, 1 — 
1 9 E 
- th. 
. ®*. 
«Ax = 4 


F A — 4 Fn 


WAS born of Proteſtant Parents in the Iſle 
of Re' near Rochelle in France, and by them 
os taught a few of, the Calviniſtical Prin- 
WI Ciples, and learned ſome Prayers and Pſalms, 
It tho” 1 my Heart did — 5 — 

ellgion, but was prone to all Manner ot 
5 Wickedozks. FH 4 6 J 


— Daptized in the Romi Church, and was. obliged at 
Times to go to hear Maſs againſt my Will, having naturally 
entertain'd an Averſion to Popery. 
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(4) 
my Father with. two of my Brothers, and three Siſters, came 
ins little Boar to bid me adieu, which they did with many 


Tears, and then we parted. 
- As I was by Water to the Ship, one who knew ws” 


- (ſuppoſing that I was making my Eſcape to England) ſpake 2 
to the Captain in Exg/, anct threat'ned him if he carried me =" 
away (it not being permitted for any one to be carried out 
of Franss in ſuch a Way without a Paſs-port). The Captain be- 
ing therefore aſraid, 2 me on Shore, and haſtened on board 
his Veſſel; and, as ſoon' as poſlible, he Joos'd Anchor, und ſet 
fail leaving me "behind. T was but a little diſcourag'd : at this, 
tho* my Linnen, Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries were within 
his Ship, and I had but ſmall room to think I ever ſhould get 
oy. of them again. About three Days... (after I had made 
* 15 ghted on another Ship, and in about eleven 
5 pe d fale at * Falmourh.” Here I happened to put ap in 
9 n, the Keepers of which were acquainted with a Couſin 
of mine at Plymouth, whither I was going, who. treated me | 
| for ber fake, and would 1 Y 
did the Lord proſper unworthy me. 
Aſter ſome Days waiting for the Wind, 2 
month, my Confin there received me with iy Aﬀe 
. began to aſk me ſerious Queſtions about ihe Home 
was - 12. and, if I were a Proteftant ? — ho © carne! 
from France, &c? To which I gave Anſwers Wich ae 
ſatiofied her. The Sunday aſter I came thither, the had me 
to a French Church, white I was agreeably ſurpriz'd to ſee 
Jo many Proteſtants worſhipping God together in r 
4 Manner (I never ſeen any publick Worſhip before ex- 
cept in the Church of Rome) I was the more glad alfo to hear 
the Miniſter preach 'ſach Doctrine, which I had never heard 
before, but from my Parents privately, © Thus J continued in 
Plymaitth about three Mon aden my Coaſin perſuaded. 
me to go to London, and put myſelf an Apprentice, and having 
told me how to do it, I left her and went. I was brought MY. 
ſafe to Londen, thro* the Providence of our Saviour, and Was. 4 
directed to 4 Gentlewoman whom 1 had known in wy own: 
Country, who got me placed as an Apprentice to one 6f her 
Aequaintance, with whom I was greatly built ap in the Way 
of outward Religion '(for other I then knew / hot) aff y tithe.” 
Wich the Appearance of Religion that was in the While 4.4 


Prince, L was till fond of Pliy Pleys, Songs, ING 
yers, an 


- wa py apr if I fad 
was obedient to my Fucher and Norder, Oe. 


3 generally won gth it hard of wy Parents, when n eee 
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; (9) 
to read and pray on Sundays, for on thoſe Days /T'ufed to 
0 hy Pleslerg. and employ it as others did, in playing at 
Cards, Skettles, Billiards, Dances, profane Singing, and other 
ſuch Abominations, having little or no Remorſe of 'Conſcioncs 
for doing ſo, becauſe every body elſe did . 
But Wen I Was come into gland, I grew move ſerious, 
and began to keep tlie Sunday ſtrict, and to go to Church, 
aud to read and pray more than I had done before. I alſo 
deſired my Maſter to inſtruct me to prepare for the Sacra- 
ment, and (being toſd by him I might inſtruct myſelf by 
learning the Catechiſm, which would teach me what I ought 
to believe) I began to learn Mr. Drelincourt's Catechiſm, and 
ſome Forms of Prayer, which I thought would be ſuitable for 
me when Ireceiy'd it. Then I went to a Miniſter to be ex- 
amin'd: Who having aſked-me' à few Queſtions about my 
r Kar In gere e e Jer hoy dp Pree 
a Year in ring „ and yet aſter all my Pre- 
ons, I- „e Fate, meier 60 2 
ect it, but did not know what. I thought T was not holy 
enough, neither Worthy, and fo I faſted ard prayed oſten, and 
ſpent many Days in lamenting, and 27 g for my Sins, 
and then made myfelf enſy, and thought would not re- 
ire more of me. I thought Patth it Chriſt, was à neteſſury 
Qualification, but this T-thorght I had been eminent in from 
my Tnfanty; and To miſtook Opinion für Fsitdbd. 
After I had been at the Sactament, I began to kerp Com- 
pity again, and ran into the Word; and the Laſts of the 
„and the Love of Pleafitte which before reign'd in me, 
now redoubled their Power in Heart, and 1 continually 
embraced all their impure Flames with Delight. © © 
I ſhould have fallen into all outward Sins of Concupiſcence, 
and Uncleannefs, bat I fear'd by fo doing, 1 ſhould" Toſe 
my good Name which I had, and my Reputation which I Was 
extreamiy fond of: I being Riff Took'd upon a8 4 very honeſt 
| religious young Man. Sometimes -alfo I was reftram'd from 
8 Sin, by the Dread and Fear of chofe Puniſhments God 
threatens Whoremongers and Acfulterers with. Theſe wete 
Brifles for my Luſts, and by means of which I was preſerv'd 
from the 'Contagion of Luft often, tho“ my Heart was full of 
evif, Pefites ati Incfinations with Whoredoms and Adalteries 
For af this! if I had heard of any poor Creature, who had 
faken and Idc in the Sight of the World in thoſe Sins, far 


from bey eg and Jaftienting their Unhappineſs, and ſad Con- 
dition, 1 batech, and fpoke hardly of them, ſeeking thus to keep 
„ | up 


© goingto 


'@, BY | 
up the. Efleem People chad. of me. 19; lens 03794. mM 
However, my Religion ſunk , more and. more, and -as me 
times I made ſome Reflections, I found my Houſe. going to 
Ruin, but when the Winds which blew againſt it were Mill 44x 
calm, I quickly contented and encouraged myſelf to go on. 
My Wife, who had married hep. fees . 
gion, and good Name, when ſhe ſaw my Practice not anſwer. 
my Character, wonder d greatly, and reprimanded me ſome- 
times on that Account, tho' ſhe knew not the half of my Sins 
or Wickedneſſes. Her . —4 1 in my Con- 
ſcience or a Time, and put m to preſerve my 
Character, but the Wounds atk "Fon N and thro' the 
Hatred I conceived againſt mine Enemies, and the exceſſive 
Love I had for the World, I was put entirely out of the — 
Qice 06.009 Duty of Piety or Reli igion; and I gave myſelf 
to drinking, to frequent Ale-houſes, to playing at Cards, c. 
= Sunday yk employ'd in walking, viſiting my Companions, 
ſometimes at one, and ſometunes at another 
Ale-houſe ; after. the Courſe of this World. 
I remark at this time that all my Undertakings were 
— ſome by one ſudden 1 and ſometimes by 
another, and all Things turn'd. to my "Diſadvantage. My. 
Wife. imputed, all to my Neglect of, Religion, and ceas 
not to reproach me concerning this Matter, tho“ ſbhe herſel 
bad no more true Religion than myſelf, only thro” the re- 
flcaiping-Grace of God, 1 kept from thoſe Sins that I fell 
into 3 dhe: was. ignorant of, the Knowledge of Criſ, and be- 
lieved as others, that if we did our Duty we ſho be ſaved, 
that if we did all we could, Cbriſ would do the reſt, 
Alter all theſe Things, the unruly and impure Deſires of 
my adulterous Heart, tempted me continually to ſeek for the 
Company of debauch'd ors: ; I was . forced. ſametimes to 
offer Violence to that Paſſion in ftriving to reſiſt it. But I, 
a poor miſerable Creature, a Slave. to che Devil and 
his cruel Tyranny, was, oftentimes mad in purſuing the natural. 
Bent of my ſinful Heart, but could not Ar any favourable 
Opportanity to ſatisfy that curſed Paſſion. Olesen I Was 
hinder'd for want of Money, ſometime for fear of being 
diſcover d to the Eyes, of the World, or for fear of the Pu+ 
© niſhment, God ;nflits in this World u Sinners who are, 
abandoned to ſuch an Exceſs, or for fear of breaking, the Pro-, 
Tormens of Hel Thad. made to my. Wife, er 
— ap E for ſuch. Sinners; all theſe Things 
i Jas which kept in that brutiſh Paſſion, 


wid huderd me me ſy ling into that Crime {externally * ba 


: - 
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theſe Fears did not keep me from it internally, and from 
looking upon Women to luſt after them, ſo. committing; it 
in my Heart. Sometimes I had terrible Fears in my Soul, 
for thoſe Words of the holy Scripture, ** That Whoremon- 
ders and Adulterers God ſhall judge, ſounded often: in 


mine Ears. But alas, the Fear of Hell could not-purify;;my 


Heart; nor make it hate, that which it naturally; loves, 
namely Sin. L enn bn e dne 
The Maſter whom I work' d for, propoſed to me, that if 
I would go and live in the Country, he would furniſh me with 
Means, whereby I might be eſtabliſh'd in the World in an ho- 
nourable Manner I had made ſome Reflexions on the 
Offers and Advantages that he propoſed, I accepted them very 
willingly, looking upon them as very advantageous, and even 
infallibly ſo. : I likewiſe thought that in leaving Londin, 1 
ſhould get rid of my evil and vicious Inclinations; in that 1 
ſhould be far from the Temptations which favour'd them. 
Therefore I was wholly reſolved to accept the Offer that was 
made me, and after having agreed with my Wiſe, and ſettled 
my Affairs in Loxdon, which I did with much Difficulty and 
Trouble, we undertook our Journey; but beſore we departed; 
my Wiſe ſaid to me often, that ſhe hoped I ſhould be more 
Religious 7 I was py Harb * 2 that if [ 
would have to my ings, I muſt. have good 
Rules in my Houſe, I muſt pray to God in my Family, 
read the Word of God, and partake of the holy Sacrament at 
every Opportunity, and not fail going to Church twice every 
Sunday; which I promiſed her very willingly, and ſo much 
the | more, . becauſe I had propos'd it to myſelf. For until 
then both ſhe and I built our Hopes on External Duties, 
and the Appearances of Religion: Such was the Foundation 
on which we built our Houſe both Spiritual and Temporal; 
At laſt, after a long and very dangerous Voyage by Sea, we 
arrived at Exeter, which was the Place where we intended to 
go; Hindrances and Diſappointments, and oftentimes a Fear of 
periſhing during the ſaid Voyage, ſeem'd to preſage the Mis 
fortunes which would attend us when we came aſhore : And 
the Changes and Diſappointments that we had in our new 
Settlement, was not the leaſt Thing, that cauſed a great 
Diſquietude and Uneafineſs in our Minds. After I had been 
in the Country ſome Weeks, I perceiv'd that the Inhabitants 
were very exact in going to Church, and practiſing with great 


Diligence the external Acts of Religion, eſpecially among 
the French, which pleaſed me very well, and being willing to 


acquit 


(8) ; 
2 myſelf of the Promiſes I had made my Wiſe, and what 
had -propos'd- to, myſelf, I endeavoured to imitate them; 
thinking likewiſe that fuch was the Duty of a Chriſſian, and 
that I had a Soul to be ſayed as well as key. Atter I had 
been there à little, mow, "7 found theſe! Frexch People; 
notwithſtanding all their Form and Appearance of Religion, 
did not leave off loving the World, and the Thi of ek 
World, which agreed well with my Inclinations. Now, che 
Devil, who is not at a/Lofs for Artifices'and Means to catch 
à poor Creature in his Net, did not fail ro lay Snares for me, 
for having given a looſe. to Drinking, it was a Means to 
make me fall into other Sins, inſomuch that he reign'd in 
me with more Power than ever; and I wag led Captive by him 
at his Will. I prew ſtill more wicked, and hee 4 
Profaner of the Sabbath, and was given up ta f£ ing 
more than in any other Time of my Liſe: Idurſt not then 
- the Word of God, finding it too ſevere. My Conſcience told 
me that I was an Enemy to God, and that Gad was my Enemy, 
that his Yoke was a heavy Burden, and his holy: Law ſeem d 
to me too hard: And the little Sight I had from time to time 
of the State of my poor Soul, made me to tremble with Fear, 
and my Conſcience was ſo fill'd with a Senſe of the Puniſh- 
ment due to my Sins, that I felt, in dme Meaſure, the Pains 
of Hell, and was troubled in „ Mind Day and Night, with 
terrible Apprebenſions and fearful Dreams, which broke my 
| - Reſt and overwhelm'd my poor Soul. Oftentimes I ſtrove 
3 to ſhake off this Burden, and to ſtiſſe this Nemorſe of 
| Conſcience, as. much as poſlible, ſometimes by imagining 
that all my Fears were without Foundation, and that 

being infinitely merciful, would have Compaſſion on me: 
Sometimes I ſought to diſſipate my Fears, by keeping Com- 
pany with ſome good People of the World: Sometimes 
E imagined, that all theſe Apprehenſions from the 
EY Weakneſs of my Mind, for this was the Judgment I once 
form'd of thoſe whom I heard ſay, were in Diſtreſs of Soul, 
or troubled in Mind, but when I could get no Eaſe, I made 
God and myſelf, Promiſe upon Promiſe, and Proteſtation upon 
Proteſtation, to live better for the Time to come; but alas, (very 
far from becoming better,) I grew worſe: every Day, and Sin 
reign'd in me with all its Power, eſpecially the gin of Concupiſ- 
cence,” which ſeemingly refolv?d to deſtroy me-eternally ; and 
becauſe God had given me a Wife, | inveſted: with Chaſtity, 
who hinder'd me often from indulging my wicked Deſires, 
1 hated her ſo much, that I look'd upon her continually = 4 

SP | | W 


— — 
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with the higheſt Diclain, and have often told ber, that 1 
the Author and Cauſe of my eternal Damna- 


took her to be th 10 
tion; and tho! ſhe did all that — in her e to 
pleaſe me, nothing was capable of - breaking the Hardneſs of 

my Heart, or of leſſening the Hatred I had for her; but, on 

- the contrary, the more ſhe ſought to pleaſe me, the more 
my Heart was incens'd againſt her: Nay, I have often wiſh'd 
and ſaid in my Heart, that I had rather ſhe was'a common 

Harlot, than to have ſo much Chaſtity. The Attempts I 


made to overcome my evil Inclinations is incredible,” but alas, 


all in vain. And if it happen'd that I conquer'd theni for ſome 
Days, I was afterwards a double Slave to their Tyranny, which 


cauſed me moſt terrible and dreadful Frights. Oſten when 
I went to lie down, I ſhook like the Leaves of a Tree in 


tempeſtuous Weather, and when J have fat at the Bed's Feet, 
I durſt not look either to the right Hand or to the leſt. 
Sometimes I had a Mind to look if the Chamber Window was 
ſhut, but I had no Power; for I was afraid, that if it Rad 
been open, the Devil would have come, and taken me alive 
into Hell. I look*d upon God as my ſevere Judge, ready to 


ſhoot at me the Arrows of his Ven ce, and this made 
me ſometimes curſe the Day of my Birth. I hated myſelf; | 


and could take no Pleaſure in any Thing I did. I likewiſe 
hated my Friends and Enemies, nothing could afford me 
any Contentment or Satisfaction: My Heart and Soul was 
like the Sea toſſed with Winds and peſts, thus was I 
brought under ſore Convictions. Alas, the merciful Hand of 
God was upon me, and I knew nothing of it; he wounced 
me, but I endeavour'd to heal myſelf; he overthrew me in 
the World, but his everlaſting Arms were underneath me. 
He ſhewed me what a curſed Nature I was of, and I thought 
it was to deſtroy me; he made me poor, but I knew not 


* 
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— — 
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that it was to enrich me; he humbled me, but I did not know / 2 


it was to exalt me; be broke my Heart, but I knew not that 
he would take Poſſeſſion of it; he made me forrowful, - but 
I knew not that he would make me rejoice ; he encompaſs'd 
me with. Darkneſs, but I knew not that the San 'of Righ- 
teouſneſs would ariſe upon me; he made me fee how mach 

his: Wrath is to be feared, but he hid his Love from me, 
he prepar'd the Ground of my Heart, but I knew hot that 
de would plant the Seeds of Lite and eternal Happineſs there; 
I was quite ignorant of the Knowledge of Salvation by eus 
Chriſt, and of a living Faith, which is the Gift of Ged, and 
which unites us to 7% Chrift with ar everlaſting Union: 


and yet notwithſtanding all the Troubles and Fears of God's 
B Wrath, 


—— — 


Wrath, I was not convinced I was an Unbelie ver. I ſhould have 
been greatly affronted, and have thought ſuch a Perſon to be 


Lunatic, and out of bis Senſes; that would have ſaid 1 was 2 


See de fare knew e 


1 . endeavour to ay 
agate 1 for 23 


. ſooner 9 7 at K but the 42 — 
2 had delighted my Soul, offer'd themſelves afreſh to 
and Heart; they would have been- willingly em- 

— bat by ſome reſtraining Grace Which work'd then 
in me with more Vivacity, I was often freed therefrom. | 
Being then abſent from my Wife, and convinced how 1 
had flighted//and behaved ill to ber, the Lord humbled me 
much, and put into my Heart, inſtead of the Contempt 
which I had for her, an Eſteem and Value, which af- 
terwards-appear'd to be true ; for ſince the Time that God 
carried me from her, until the Time that it pleaſed him 
to briog me to bis clear Knowledge, I had much Tender - 
, Kindneſs for her. One Night as I lay in my 
— 1 2 uncommon and too long to relate 
eSjgnification of my Dream was, that I 

nge har three Vears: I dreamt the ſame 
together, and each Time I dreamt the 
fame, it created in my Heart a great Fear, and likewiſe 
cauſed a Reſolation to renew my Lite, and change my Man- 
ners, thinking it was Time for me to think of Death, and 
prepare myſelſ for it; and during a Month of the Time, there 
appear d in the Behaviour of my Life, Signs of a true Refor- 
| irony But after I had ated the Ale- houſe, Gaming, Sc. 


the Love of theſe Things not being rooted out of my © 


leart) I was again captivated by them, but playing at Cards 
refuſed, by reaſon of its breaking in upon my time: 
ſtrove: againſt other Sins alſo, but not being able to over- 
come, I was forced to ſtifle the Convictions, and Remorſes 
of Conſcience that theſe criminal Pleaſyr s cauſed me. 


. 


4 11 


Aſter all theſe Things finding myſelf weary with my Cal- 
ling, which was a Weaver, as well becauſe it was diſagreeable- 
to my Health, as becauſe of the little Succeſs that I had in it, 

4 I . in the Company of a certain Perſon, who ſaid ſbe 


had, great 


Intereſt in, and was very much eſtesem' d by the 


un ber Lig 1 800 d-ge 

ords, did my 
e. eaſy could I be adi d 1 by d 
of all, I — 1 to myſelf and reflected III ca- 
of being Keeper; but finding I was not; I 
oubted much of accompliſhing that which ſhe had _ 

of ; and when I had, told her thereof, ſhe adviſed me 
with a Maſter, who could inſtruct me in what I waned, 
me. fit for it, which I did in a few Days 3 and 
Ae when I had loſt all Hopes of 
any hen, i pens ie Lord u bt fa 
that E 


p vin 
proſper'd the Means that I had furniſhed Arlt rig with, 1175 
the Place of a Clerk to a Merchant of this City, without any 
Difficulty. . When I had been about three Months in the ſaid 
Place, Mr. Whitefield was come up to Lenden. And at 


Eafter, in the Year 1741, my Wife. having a Deſign to take a 
little Walk into Moer-Fie/ds, with an intent ta ſee ſome 
Sbews in the Booths, aſk'd one of her Aunts, and her firſt 
Couſin, to let her have their Company; but inſtead of go - 
ing to ſee the Shews, God carried them to hear Mr. White- 
feld ; In the Evening I came home, and found my Wife, her 
Aunt-and Couſin, juſt come home too, very wet, for it had 
rain'd that Evening whilſt Mr. JFbitefe/d was preaching ; my 
Wife quickly ſaid to me, I have been, I believe, to hear an 
Angel . preach, . O, faid ſhe, my dear Friend, theſe Things 
of the World I renounce, its Pleaſures and Vanities:: O, I re» 
nounce all the Pride of this World; and earneſtly deſired me to 
go to hear him the morrow home This ſurpriz'd me much, 
"4" 1 2 | ' 
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for I knew hit her Iaclinations were once contrary to what 


ſhe then told me. I promiſed her that I would go. I went 
the next Day to tear him, and his Sermon ſeem'd to me very 


fine, and appear d to be very agreeable to the holy Seriptures, 
ing to the Knowledge I then had, which conſiſted but in 


of the — again to hear him, and the 
"both Morning and Evening; and the next Day 


accord 
the Erenng of being then ign orant of all its Power. I went in 
Day aſter 


Morning and at Night, I took much aſe and Delight in 
hearin him, and 1 found ſometimes great Comfort u Ir his 
Mi „ and ſometimes it ſeem'd 2s if the Word pierc'd 
through my very © — Now, as I had the Conveniency 
of hearing him every Day almoſt, without doing 
W Seer 0, „, or myſelf." 1 dd er . 
ſlip the ity,- ad I found myſelf more and more 
affected under his Miniſtry; and I likewiſe faw that he 
was more and more agreeable to the Word of God; and 
*F 1 m with — much Affection, Fervour and Zeal, 
that i tort as if I digeſted ſome Words that 
he ſpake, efpetiatly' when be favitad poor Sides, Who 
were loaded with the Weight of their Sins, and groan'd 

under an Apprebenſion of God's Wrath, and were weary and 
heavy laden, to come to Fe/us Chrift, to believe in him, 

3 — put all their Confidence in the "infinite Merit of his pre- 
cious Blood which he ſhed on the Croſs; and beſought them 


for 2 Sake to be reconciled to God, aſſuring them 


with ſo holy and ſtedfaſl Roldneſs, that God would receive 
them into his Favour, and that it was his Will that they 
ſhoald believe in Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhould not doubt of 
receiving him by Faith, for their Sa vient and Redeemer, to 
acknowledge him as one who has paid all their Debts, ſatisfied 
divine Juſtice for them, and made their Peace with God; that 
they were to believe it from their Heart, and rejoice in Be- 
leving, to give Praiſe and 'Thankſgivings to God for it. All 


. theſe Things were at certain Times, more ſweet to my 


Soul than the Honey-Comb in the Month. And, on the other 


hand, when he ſaid, that whoſoever did not believe thoſe 


Things above mentioned, each for himſelf in particular, was 


an Unbeliever, and conſequently already condemn'd by Jeſus 


Chrift himſelf, and that the Wrath of God abides upon him; 
and added, that Faith was a Gift of God, and that no one 
could get it of himſelf, or by his own Power, and that they 
that believed in Crift, had the Witneſs in themſelves, and 
that none can believe that Jeſis is the Chri/t, but by the 


Hl; Ghoft 3 and that 15 who believed in Chrift, overcome 
| the 
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the World, that they are new Creatures, that they wall no 


more after the Fleſh, but aſter the Spirit; that they feel inter - 


nally in their Hearts, that their Peace is made with God ; that 


they feel in themſelves the divine Influences of the Holy Spi- 
_ rit, filling them with Joy and Conſolation, and that they can 
Abba Father, that is to ſay, that they experience inwardly- 


in themſelves that they are paſſed from Death to Life, that 


* can ſay with St. Paul, I know in whom I have believed ;/ 
an 


again, that there is now no Condemnation to them. And 


with holy Job, [know that my Redeemer liveth. All theſe Things 
made me look into my ſelf, who was clearly convinced I knew 
not theſe Things, nor the Marks of the Love of God ; never- 
theleſs the Lord, who drew me then to him as by Cords of 
Love, ſuffer'd me not to fall into great Fear; and as God 


made me ſee that all theſe Things were very agreeable to his 


holy Word, he kept me likewiſe from reſiſting and contra- 
dicting them; but by the Bleſſing of God it was a very power- 
ful Motive, for-me to go and caſt myſelf at the Throne of 
his Grace, but with a humble Confidence. I hoped that the 
Lord would grant me theſe great Favours, on the only Account 


of his Goodneſs and Kindneſs in Chriß, in the Time of his 


good Pleaſure. Now, as the Lord inclined my Heart more 
and more to follow Mr. Whitefield"'s Preaching, in a little 
Time, thro' his Miniſtry, was wrought in me a great Refor- 


mation; I began then again to have good Rules in my Fa- 
mily, there was nothing but Reading, Prayer, Meditation on 
the Word of God, c. but having ſo done, I began to reſt _ 


on, and ſought ſtill to be juſtified by the Works of the Law. 

On Saturday Evenings, I ceas'd not to frequent the Ale- 
houſe, as I had accuſtomed to do, with People very civil and 
honeſt in the World, and enjoy'd their Company with Pleaſure, 
and drank, and play'd at Cards a little, ſung ſome Songs, or 
diſcours'd of the Affairs of the Times; I could not abſent 
myſelf thence, my Heart was yet there, and becauſe I loved 
it, I perſuaded myſelf there was no Evil in it. 


Now, my Wife, on whom the Work of God was mote i 


advanced than in me, ſeemed troubled at my ſo doing, figh'd 


often in her ſelf, and ſometimes told me that I offended God 


in doing thus ; but I was not yet convinced of it, and I pro- 
duc'd this for my Defence, that the Company with whom I 
went, were very honeſt People, and that I did not believe, I 
did any harm in going with them. | 
Tho' I thus pleaded for Sin, I continued twice ev: 
Day going to hear the Word of God preach'd, and I 


o 


(). 
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the falſe Prophets, which the Scripture makes mention of, 
which would come in the laſt Days. I could not receive 


unden te me, which I pray d to be delivered from 


from. continually following him, tho“ the Devil made me 
reaſon with myſelf on this Matter ; and I faid, if it was true 
that this Man was ſuch, then I ſhould, be mock' d and 
deipis'd of all thoſe, who knew me, becauſe they would 
fay, that I follow'd an Enchanter, and à falſe Prophet; 
bat with other Thoughts I. reüſted thoſe, being held up 
by, the Grace and--inlinite, Goodneſs), of: God, which en- 
lightened the Eyes of my Underſtanding, and made me 
_ capable to receive and believe in ſome Meaſure, the Truth 
of all that he preach'd. | Sant th. ; 
. I was reſolved to continue following him, however, as often, 
as I could, berauſe he was, faithful- in declaring the Counſel 
and Will of God, agreeable to that which he hath reveal'd* 


from that Temptation, I was expoſed to another much more 
dangerous. 1 ' 


holy-. Scripture - was but a | Fable, and an Iavention, and 
Opinion of Men, only compaſed to keep them bridled 
and in Subjection, but that in the Bottom there was no- 
thing true; that there was no God: But the Lord bore 
me up inwardly againſt the fiery Darts of this roaring, 
Lion, his Grace zſſiſting me, I ſtrove againſt him: Never» 
theleis they were very great and heavy Burdens non my. 
Soul, and at certain Times I ſeem'd to fall under its Weight. 
Theſe - Thoughts filled me with Shame and Confuſion. I 
trembled in myſelf, condemning and bating myſelf that I 
was ſo wicked, as to conceive ſuch Thoughts in my Heart, 


Throne of Grace, to offer to God my Requeſts and Sup - 
plications, be made all the Attempts he could to hinder me; 
perſwad ing me, that by reaſon of theſe Thoughts above writ-, 
ten, and many others impbre, profane, and blaſphemous, which 
procedded all from the impure Stream, that I had Lone 
61 | __ _ againit 


ſo much Pleaſure in hearing it, that. I could have willingly. | 
paſs'd Days and Nights therein, entirely without Wea- 


No the Devil perceiving. that he was like to loſe his: 
Prey, began to tempt me, that Mr. #>;tefe/d was one of 
this in my Heart, but the Thoughts became a 5 
The 
Temptations, which laſted near a Month, did not hinder me 


ta us in his haly Word. As ſoon as I was delivered 


he Tempter endeayoured to perſunde me, that all the 


o ” 
. 


and When I thought to go and proſtrate myſelf before the 
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againſt the Holy oel. and that it was in vain for me 0 
alk for Pardon. 

. But the Lord who ie near bo, the who ges of Þ con- 
trite Heart, after having been a little a, au my 
e Mes Field mand'd-in the Moming 

On it ' 5 d in 0 
in Moor-Fields, and proved with Demonſtration of the Spirit | 


N 


and with Power, the very great and glorious [Privileges 
of true Chriſtians, thoſe who are ind the Children of 
God, ſaying, that Fe/ws Chrift had acquitted them by his 
Merits, and exhorted them to be ſtedſaſt in the Faith, 
fighting againſt the Malice of the Devil, the World and the 
Fleſh. I received then the Word not in the Letter only, 
but with the Power of God, I ſelt in my Soul, a Joy, 
Peace and Canſolation, unſpeakable and full of Glory. el 
The fame Day at Evening he preach'd at Kenningtons 
Common, where I went likewiſe to hear him, he took his 
Text in: Jaiab, i. 1. 2. The Spirit of the Lord 
| !* God 5 upon me uſe the Lord hath anointed me to 
7 good Tidings to the Meek ; be hath ſent me to 
** bind up. the broken hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the 
* Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to them that 
are bound; to proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lord; 
** and the Day of Vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
** mourn;*” - Whilſt he was preaching, I was aſſured to the | 
Praiſe and Glory of God, who is infinite in Mercy and Com- . 
paſhon, who was pleas'd to make his Grace to abound,” where 
Sin had abounded, that I felt my Soul fed with the ſacred | 
Bread of Life, and I perceived that it work'd in my Soul 
the fame Effet, that 4 Bread does in my Body, 
which is to nouriſh and ſtrengthen it. 
My Heart was then ſet on Fire (as it were) with a di- 
vine Flame; and my Soul enjoy'd perfect and compleat Joy; 
I experienced ſo ſtrongly the Love of God to me, that 
from a Senſe of his Love my Heart burnt within me; 
but like the Diſciples who went travelling to Emmaus, 
the Veil was yet in ſome meaſure on my Eyes; for though 
ö feeling in my Heart that divine Goodneſs and almighty 
Power of my ſweet and loving Sawiazr, converting and at- 
tracting my Heart to him, I did not fee that it was he 
alone that ſpoke Peace to my Soul. 
The Sermon being ended, I returned to my Houſe, ac- 
| | companied with one of my intimate Friends. This Man 


wanted to diſcourſe about worldly Matters, but my Ben 
| ing 


BHT” HE AO. SI9ONS IAP.. 


w 


T HS 0. 7 = * 


| (s) : 
then fixt in deep Meditation, and my Soul enjoy 
that Peace that paſſeth all Underſtanding, bis 22 
ſeemed to me as a Thief, who would rob me of the Peace, 
37 8 Tranquility which my Soul was filled with; fo that 
could give no Attention to his Diſcourſe ; being come to 
my Houſe; I enjoy'd continually the ſame. Felicity, which far 
from lefſening, increaſed more and more, And my Soul 
oyerſſowin ſt with the Oil of Joy and Conſolations of 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord opened my Mouth, and I ſaid to 
my Mother, who was then with me, O my dear Mather, 
if the holy Word of God did not tell us that the Joys, 
Conſolations, and Pleaſure, that the bleſſed and glorified 
Saints enjoy in N — ores than the Heart of Man 
could ever ſufficient! or: conceive; I ſhould. 
believe that it ill wr not — that which 1 feel now in 
my Soul. 
Ad de K ng I wene s, weh contained by the 
Senſe of God's ove, I faid to my Wife; O my dear 
Friend, what a | #57") it is to be a Chad of 
God; and what more my Joy, was, that I felt 
at the ſame time what an unworthy, perverſe, - rebellious 
Sinner, and curſed Creature I was in myſelf. I feet (aid 
T) in myſelf, that I deſerve rather to be ſwallow'd up by 
God's Juſtice as a Rebel, by reaſon of the infinite Num- 
ber of my Sins, and continual Tranſgreſſions againſt my 
_ God, my Creator, and my Saviour, than to be thus 
crown'd with bis Favours, and to enjoy the glorious Pri- 
vileges of his dear Children. I went to ſleep afterwards, 
my Heart and all the Faculties of my Soul being hll'd with 
the Preſence of God. 
Fg the Morning when- I awaked, the Lord was Rtill with 
and while I was at the preaching, the Lord gave me 
3 and Power to hear to my Sout's Health; when the 
Sermon was ended, I returned to my common Buſineſs ; 
being come into the Counting-Houſe, I ſhut the Door upon 
me, and falling upon my Knees, fill'd with holy Admiration 
| — Confidence in God, 1 offered my Requeſts and Suppli- 
cations to him, laying open to him my Wants, e 
as his Spirit of Grace gave me to pray. 
I afterwards read in a Book called the Practice of Picty; 
I read the Chapter which treats of the Happineſs of the 
Children of God here on Earth, and their Felicity and 
Glorification in Heaven; the Lord ſtrengthening” then the 


Hand of my Faith, I 2 it embraced my ſweet 2 
an 
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and Redeemer, apd. L experienced that I had very choſe and 


intimate, Communion with him. gr 

Then , the” Hah en opening the Byes of my Mind, 
made me'ſce that Chri/t had died in my ſtead, that his ſacred 
Blood had pay'd all my Debts, blotted, out all my Sins, 
that I was a Child of the living God, and be gave me 
to believe from my Heart, and to receive with Aſſurance 
of Faith, a Foretaſte of the Glory and Happineſs which 
the glorified Saints enjoy in Heaven, contemplating with 
Joy on the Face of God in Righteonſneſs and Glory, and 
the 4 Majeſty of their divine Saviour, formerly: 


> 


nail'd to the accurſed Tree, and expiring and dying there- 


upon, but now lrg, for ever and ever, fitting at the 
Right Hand of the Majeſty of God, bleſſed for ever. 
Amer. I had a full Aſſurance, that Cbriſ died for me; 
and my Soul was tran on the Wings of divine Love, 
and filled with deep Humility, and exalted and bleſſed the 
Mercy of an infinitely loving Saviour and Redeemer. The 
Witneſs of the Holy Spirit was then ſo powerful in me, 
that L was as aflured of my eternal Salvation in Je 
1 as I was aſſured of his eternal Divinity, which 1 
e 


me who came to God by him. | 
Some Days after in the Morning, after I had  awaked 
| out of my Sleep, and lifting up my Heart to the Lord, E 
receiv'd that glorious Salutation from him, who inhabits 
Eternity, and who dwells. with him who is of a humble 


and contrite Spirit, and who trembles at his Word, I have: _ 


loved thee with an everla ing Love. * 
O well beloved Reader, or Hearer of the preſent Ac- 
count, Words, Thoughts and Language, does here fail 


me, to expreſs the Joy and Gladneſs, the divine Tranſ- | 
ports and Admiration of the Light and infinitely excellent 


Glory, which overflowed my Soul. O that I had the 
Tongue of a Seraphim, the Love of Angels, and the 
Zeal of David, to. bleſs and adore the Author of my Sal- 
vation, and the God of my Hope. O bleſſed vr, di- 
vine Emanuel, thou Saviour, who art nothing but Love, 
thy Right Hand has been powerful, thou art ſurely and 

indeed the Friend of Sinners, and thou takeſt no Plea- 
- ſure in their Death, but rather that they ſhould turn to these 
and live.\ My Soul ſhall proclaim thy Goodneſs and glo- 
rious Fame, thou art the only 8 and there is none 
bt Other, 


©; 


the Virtue and Power of, in ſaving to the utmoſt 
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opening his vierced Side. I will tell 
Sinners, Come and ſee, view and contemplate, be not faith- | 
leſs, but believing ; only believe, and thou ſhalt ſurely live. 
- Seeſt thou not the Way to go to the Father? The Che- 
rubims do no more ſurround the Tree of Life with their 
— flaming Swords, thou mayſt now look within the Vail, and 
- fee into the Holy of Holies; thou mayſt now approach 
the Tree of Life, and eat the Fruit r 
Theſe Joys and Gladneſs continued in my Soul for ſeven 
Weeks together, and I enjoy d the Preſence of Chrif, my ſweet 
Saviour, and had very intimate Communion with him, and 
with an Holy Humility and Confidence in his Love towards me, 
Iconvers'd with him by Faith as a Man does with his intimate 
Friend. So that I could fay with the Spouſe in the Canticles, 
1 Beloved is mine, and I am his, I ſay, during ſeven Weeks, 
2 3 this glorious Liberty, ſaving for the Space of twenty- 
„Jour Hours. | | 
The Devil, | envious of my Happineſs, began to tempt 
mee to ſpiritual Pride, by reaſon of the glorious Privilege 
I I enjoy'd, and attempted to make me glory in myſelf 
for it, and to make me believe, that I had attain'd to 
2s great a Meaſure of Faith, as the Miniſter that I 
went to hear had attain'd ; but being affiſted by the 
. .* - Grace of God, I fought againſt theſe proud Thoughts: 
„But the Temptation continuing, and I being off my Watch, 
I ell thereby, ſo that theſe Thoughts found Room in my 
= Heart; but ſcarce was I lifted up with fpiritual Pride, but 
= © Immediately I felt that the divine Sun, which enlighten'd 
| my Soul, and gave it Life, began to withdraw "itſelf from it, 
— and a thick Darkneſs encompaſs'd it afreſh. * The Grace of 
Bod grew weak in me, and I found the divine Heat of 


| Power to praiſe and exalt my dear Redeemer, with a maß | 
Experience, ſo as I had done before. And I found myſelf 


when ſhe faith,” 7 ought my Beloved, but I could not fn 
Lim, which made my Hopes to abate ; for the Devil over- 
|; 206120 | w > - Whelming 


my Heart to grow cold and languiſhing, and I had no 


—- | in the-ſame State, that the Spouſe in the Canticles was inn, 
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wWwhelming me then with Fears, Doubts, and Diſtruſt a2: 
gainſt my Beloved, I thought his Love was ceas'd towards 
me, and that he would love me no more; but my poor 
Soul having thought how ſweet the Lord is, could not be 
content when he was abſent: I ſought him in Prayer, in 

Meditation, in Retirement, in his Houſe, but I could not 
find him; and my Soul fick of Love was ready to die. 
The Morning of the next Day, after I had fallen under the 
Temptation aboveſaid, before I went to my Buſineſs, - I 
went to hear a Sermon; under which my Heart was not 
2 all affected; but contrariwiſe, it ſeem'd as if it hard- 
it. | 
When I was come to my Maſter's, I preſently began 
to read in a Book I had brought with me. This 
Book made mention of the Hiſtory of many Apoſtates, 
who after their wy 66" had felt very ſtrongly in 
their Conſciences, fearful Remorſes; the juſt Hand of 
God being upon them with ſuch a Weight, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Perſuaſions and comfortable Diſcourſes -* T- 
and Conſolations, that the faithful Servants of God La 
brought to them, to endeavour by that Means to bring 
them again to put their Confidence in God, by the only 
Merits of the Death and bloody Paſſion of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, nothing gave them the leaſt Hopes of - Fayour ; 
' God not being willing to permit it, But they felt 
more and more the heavy of God upon their 
guilty Souls; it ſunk them into an Abyſs of Unbejief 
and Deſpair, and they ended their miſerable Life in this 
ſad and deplorable State; as juſt Judgments for their 


A 
The more of their Hiſtory I read, the more it appear d 
to me, that I was in the ſame State, that my Heart 
was cold as Ice, and hardened more and more, I co fn 
find no Love to God, nor Zeal for his Glory; and 
when:I thought to go and fall down at the Throne of mo 
I was hinder'd by I knew not what; and being as 1 
thought intirely left to myſelf, I could not repent, nor 
even lift up my Heart unto God: Now, the Tempter, 
Aid not fail to make uſe of my Weakneſs to augment my 
* Doubts and Fears; ſo that all the Power I had remaining, 
was to repent, becauſe I could not repent ; to weep, becauie | 
I could not weep fincerely z to figh, becauſe I could not 
figh from the Bottom of 1. Heart, with a ſtrong Senſe af 
*. 2 m 
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l _. ad 5 3 
9 d were preatly dirkned, and ſy 

* 2» knew not Wha 1 chink of . 
-\ ee er e bins 
Dinner; after I had dined, W 1 fetufned to . 
er, having my Fleart fill d with Sorrow, it pteafed the 
Lord to mänifet bimfelf again to my Sul, in bringf 
to my Mind that Promiſe of the #6ly Scriptute; 7 
SB te, yea, and Iwill blgſi thee. 125 0 Ghoft, maki 
plication thereof to thy „ and 9 me capab 
leckielng by Faith in an Inſtattt; all the Doubts 


and Fears | a I yl F 5 oO away, and the Darknefs 
which had cover'd in, -# Wand quickly, and 


tte divitie Sun of R. np in my Soul, began 
to warm it with its i eu Grace 249 46 be me 2. 
Rech inte the. goriom Liberty of ie Ctrildith of O 


Lord of Heaven. and Earth, thou only aft faithful, as for 
me, I am unfaithful ; thou only att unchaugeable, I um 

Ifconftant ; thy Love is always the fame, and thoſe whom 

thou halt loved, thou loveſt to the Phd ; but my Love tb 
| thee is filled with Chatigedbſcheſs, Slackneſs, and Coldneſß: 
| Halen, O bleed $4vider, the hippy Time, when I hall 
 B Per thee n [ad du; And When 1 Mall love thee 25 
—_ m loved; haften for thy Name's _ O; infinitely 
4 . ere and oe, Savicut, off yful Time, Wheh 


e Children ſhall be ole in e, 8 the Father 
| | | And 6M Art one ; den we Nall 4 be in God 'ind God 
in us. 


T fay, after thete- happy Days, thöſe that Wnow'd them 
during nine Months) were not leſs ſweet, ſince I felt almoſt 


| oy in my } irit vitneſüng with my Spi- 
| that I Was a 1 of God: The Difference was o 
SR > dbb, that my Tranſpofts of Joy and Gladlieſs were not ſo lively, 


to ſpeaks gcierally, and 1 did not feel and enfoy them as at other 
Times, being interrupted by the internal — 11 of the Cor- 
5 wy of Heart, and of the Bod of Sin and Death, 
en diffovet'd to me "tore than ever before, - 

40 nh at certain Times 1 felt ſo powerfully, that it made 
me cry gut: O wretched Man * ahn, who al A- 
8 Aver me from this Body of Sin | It likewiſe pleaſed my God, 
EE 37 permit Satan to faitodhd the with divers 'Temprations'; 
FS. e * perceived bim round me as a roaring Lion, 
throwing At me hiv fiery Dad, and venemous 83 but 


when 
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r 
when my 'Foot was ready to ſlip, my 
iin of the 
of Faith, whereby I quenched all the 
and the Wounds that he had at certain Times made in m 


Soul, were quickly Hhedled, Ci applying td me 
Balm of Gi rad, the precious Blood of Heart. A 
being made whole, I ador'd the ſovereign Phyſician - 


me to this Day, my God gives me Grace to gro 

the Knowledge of him, and of myſelf, inſomuch, that by 
his divine Light, I am made capable, in ſome meaſure, 
of knowing, ſeeing, and feeling more and more, the 


Corruption, Ignorance and Blindneſs, the Feebleneſs and 


natural Miſery into which Sin had brought me; and 
_ ſeeing and experiencing, that in me dwells no good Thing, 

and that I deſerve nothing but Death, and eternal Damna- 
tion, by reaſon of my continual Sins, Wanderings and De- 


ſertions ; and feeling that all my Righteouſneſs is but as fil- 


thy Rags ſtain'd with Sin, I embrace, by Faith, eternal Hap- 


pineſs by 7e/us Chrift my ſweet Saviour, ſecking in him 


alone my Life and Bleſſedneſs, embracing by Faith the Pro- 
miſes of, God, which are Faithfulneſs itſelf, being Yea 
and Amen in Chriff Feſus ; and feeling from time to time, 
the infinite. Power of his precious Blood, that he ſpilt upon 
the Croſs at Jeruſalem, I rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full 
of Glory, being ſure that he who has called me, is alſo faith- 
ful, who having begun in my Heart, the Werk of his Grace 
and infinite Love, will carry it on to the Coming of Chrif. 


"Tis a faithful Saying, ſay with St. Paul) and worthy of 7 


all Acceptation, that Chriſt died for Sinners, of <vhom 1 am 
Chief, as thou that readeſt mayſt ſee by what I have above 
written, What I deſire now is, to experience from Day 
to Day, and from Moment to Moment, the powerful 
Efficacy of Chrif's glorious Reſurrection, that as he has died 
for my Sins, I alſo may die to my Sin, and riſe again with 
him to Newneſs of Life, by Faith which is in his Name. 
And thus, ſtripping myſelf of the Affections of the World, and 
laying aſide the Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet me, I run with Pa- 
tience the Race that is ſet before me, looking unto 7e/as, 


the Author and Finiſher of my Faith, to the End I may 
Eon ARE: receive 
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ill I end 
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me, by 
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